
QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES 
PINE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

Monday, October 10, 2022 at 5:00 PM 
The quarterly meeting of the Pine Township Planning Commission held at the Pine Township 
Hall, 7900 W 2nd Street, Stanton MI 48888. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott Millard at 5:00 PM, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Scott Millard, Chair; Gary Christensen, Vice Chair; Jamie Gorby, Secretary; Tyler 
Nadeau, Township Board Liaison, Bob Behrenwald 
 
Chris Bell arrived at 5:01 PM, Dan Main arrived at 5:02 PM 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion by Behrenwald, supported by Christensen.                               MOTION PASSED 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Nadeau moved, supported by Christensen, to approve the July 11, 2022 Minutes as written. 
 
           MOTION PASSED 
 
OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
FIREARM SAFETY IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
Following up on the complaint concerning 89 Riverview Drive, Greenville, MI, Nadeau spoke 
to County Prosecutor Andrea Krause regarding a police power ordinance. Due to the 
Township being neither a charter township nor a city, the Township cannot rezone the 
property. Millard noted that the citizen who had the safety concern, Bob Masters, has sold his 
home and is in the process of moving.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Behrenwald nominated Millard for chairman, with Main supporting. Millard accepted the 
nomination.                                                                                                   MOTION PASSED 
 
Behrenwald nominated Gorby for secretary, with Christensen supporting. Gorby accepted the 
nomination.          MOTION PASSED 
 
Behrenwald nominated Christensen for vice-chairman, with Gorby supporting. Christensen 
accepted the nomination.        MOTION PASSED 
 
 
 
 
SOLAR ORDINANCE DRAFTED IN 2020 
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Millard explained that a commercial solar ordinance was passed by the Planning Commission 
on 7/13/ 2020 and was sent to the Township Board without a public hearing being held. This 
was during the period of Covid-19 restrictions on public gatherings. A public hearing must be 
held before an ordinance can become official. 
 
The Commission discussed whether, in light of new information and interest of commercial 
solar companies’ interest in the Township, updates need to be made to the proposed 
commercial solar ordinance before holding a public hearing. 
 
Topics discussed were: 

• PA116- Should land enrolled in PA116 be allowed to site a solar farm?  Main 
asked – does the Planning Commission have concern about that and, if so, is 
there legal jurisdiction to prevent it? 

• Sound – other ordinances that have been looked at by Commission members 
have some sound limitations. Our ordinance currently had no sound limitations. 

• complaint resolution/who pays? 
• notice of catastrophic event 
• buried wire depth requirement 
• fencing/minimum height 
• setbacks – need for wider setbacks? 
• soil erosion – more provisions needed beyond current draft 
• perimeter plantings – better shield requirements 
• legal counsel for the ordinance 

 
Main noted that solar companies are seeking the most prime farmland for solar use and that, 
in the Western US, the land containing abandoned solar projects has never returned to farm 
use. 
 
Behrenwald moved, then withdrew his motion, to table the ordinance. 
 
Gorby moved, with support from Bell, to reopen and go over the ordinance. 
 
Roll call:   Behrenwald – Yes; Christensen – Yes; Bell - Yes; Millard – Yes; Main – Yes; 
  Nadeau – Yes; Gorby – Yes                                                        
           MOTION PASSED 
 
The Commission went over pages 1-3 of the ordinance draft, up to Section D, with these 
suggestions: 
 

• add/define prime farmland as defined on page 18 of the Township Master Plan 
• define what is being measured for sound and the instrumentation used 
• define catastrophic event. 

 
Work sessions to discuss the ordinance will be held at the Pine Township Hall at 5:00 PM on 
Wednesday, November 2 and Wednesday, November 9, 2022. 
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2014 PINE TOWNSHIP BLIGHT ORDINANCE 
 
The 2014 Blight Ordinance was on the agenda for an update. Millard would like to find a way 
to work with people against whom a blight complaint has been lodged, to resolve the issue 
without having to resort to citations. Nadeau noted that Lawrence Township has a good 
definition of blight in their ordinance. 
 
Nadeau informed the Commission that the Board is looking into a voucher system that would 
enable a resident to financial help when a blight citation is issued. It was suggested perhaps 
the first warning could include a voucher. Main wondered whether transportation would be an 
issue (from the blight location to the trash disposal site.) 
 
Steve Buchholz, Pine Township Zoning Inspector, explained the current process that is 
followed when a blight complaint is received, which involves a drive-by inspection of the 
property to assess whether a violation has occurred. In the case of a violation, a letter/letters 
are mailed to the property resident, if no resolution can be made, the Township attorney is 
consulted. The attorney sends a letter. As a last resort, a citation is issued. Buchholz supports 
the Commission’s goal of resolving blight issues without punitive measures. He noted that 
rubbish/junk complaints are typically resolved quite quickly, but that when the complaint is 
toward objects that are treasured by their owner, the situation becomes difficult to resolve. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Judy Graham of Pine Township asked the Commission to make sure that any attorney 
working with them on the solar ordinance is not also working with any companies who may 
potentially profit from the installation of solar energy. She suggested that the blight ordinance 
include a timeline and also expressed concern that vouchers may result in individuals taking 
advantage of the opportunity to use the free trash service, then return to their old behaviors. 
 
Shelly Grube of Pine Township supports the use of vouchers and asked that the height of 
grass and weeds, yard waste debris/trees down and not removed, be added to the blight 
ordinance. 
 
Dawn Sweet commended the Commission’s handling of the agenda issues. She noted that 
weed problems in solar installations is typically solved by the use of chemicals and pesticides 
and is very concerned about leakage into the water table. She would like this addressed in 
the ordinance. She questioned why solar companies do not use public parking lots for solar 
panel installation, with the ability for cars to park underneath, rather than risking damage to 
land and resources by the use of agricultural land. 
 
Pam Hemmes of Montcalm Township agreed that the Commission’s handling of the agenda 
issues was very good. She appreciates that Pine Township wants to help people who have 
blight issues. She feels that a 10-foot solar setback is unprotective and noted that solar 
installations destroy soil microbes. 
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Kathy Bresnahan of Pine Township suggested that the Township let those with blight issues 
know of Cleanup Day and, to prevent long lines, spread the event over a period of two days, 
for example having those with last names beginning with A-M coming the first day and N-Z 
coming the second day. She asked the Commission to, when making the solar ordinance, 
protect farmland for the next generation. She also introduced herself as the current District 8 
County Commissioner and as a candidate for the newly created District 6 County Commission 
seat, both of which cover Pine Township. 
 
Leslie Rydahl of Pine Township asked what solar ordinance is in effect today (Millard’s answer 
– the residential ordinance) She inquired if a moratorium was possibly needed.  
 
Nadeau will bring to the Township Board tonight the Commission’s request for legal 
assistance in drafting the commercial solar ordinance. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Nadeau moved, supported by Gorby, to adjourn the meeting.   MOTION PASSED. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 PM 
 
 
Minutes submitted by, 

 
Jamie R. Gorby  
 
Jamie Gorby, Planning Commission Secretary 
 
Minutes typed by Barbara Kaaikala 


