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                                    I have lived in Cambridge for over 50+ years as have two family 
                                   generations before me.  I am passionate to the city I have been able to
                                   call my home and as compassionate to the citizens who have done the
                                   same.  I am a devoted husband and father raising two children in our
                                   city and I am also a proud local business owner for the past 28 years in
                                   our community.
                                   Cambridge citizens have told me load and clear... They want Change.
                                   They want more Transparency, Better Communication, Accountability
                                   and Fiscal Responsibility from their Municipal government.

Peter Crystal represents Integrity and Change... You need a councillor who is honest, 
forthright, accessible and works for YOU!
I believe in TRANSPARENCY and engaging the citizens in open discussions, to ensure the 
democratic process is working!

I offer you -- “ A New Point of View... MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER! “

Infrastructure...

  The time has come for us to get back to the grass roots of dealing with the cities day to day
  services.  Some residents have told me they don’t believe the tax dollars are being spent on
  the priorities that matter.  Our infrastructure has blossomed into a 140 million dollar deficit
  and will only continue to grow as our community expands. 
  I am committed to working with council and staff to look for and adapting a more
  expeditious plan in repairing our aging infrastructure by decreasing this deficit and
  simultaneously hereby eliminating a loss of over 2 million per year in lost water revenues
  and improving the bottom line.

  The Region has proposed a revised route for the ION LRT (Light Rail Transit) into
  Cambridge from Kitchener, However this new route contains deficiencies that must be
  addressed.  
  I will continue to explore and advocate for the citizens and those whose properties are 
  directly effected by  this project for an acceptable common ground with the least amount of 
  impact on the citizens and our core infrastructure at King and Eagle streets.
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Infrastructure cont’d...

  Secondly citizens asked and talked about the lack of “GO” train services into Cambridge.  
  While I do support such a project - the Provincial government has ignored the interests of 
  such by Cambridge and it’s citizens.
  Although this issue is more at the Provincial level, I would hope to with the rest of council
  and mayor to open new discussions with Cambridge’s newly elected MPP to garner her 
  support at the Provincial level and that we may have an option of seeing GO service 
  realized into our community in the future.

Business Development...

  Cambridge has one of the most diverse business communities offering  specialized to high
  tech manufacturing capabilities, a complete array of service companies  offering everything
  from transportation to hospitality services and more.  Our close proximity to major highways
  and rail lines makes us one of the most attractive communities for business investment.
  I am committed to promoting continuous business development to attract new businesses to
  invest, locate and grow in our community providing more jobs and career choices for our
  citizens.  This will yield further industrial/commercial tax revenue towards funding for other
  municipal projects.
  As councillor I will also recommend a plan with my council colleagues to work closer with our
  BIA organizations towards cleaning up, re-energizing, revitalizing  and bringing  new
  businesses to our downtown cores.  

Social Issues...

  As of late Cambridge is experiencing a more vivid increase in social issues from drug 
  addication to poverty, homelessness and a lack of affordable housing.
  It was recently proposed by the region that  Cambridge implement and establish a SIS/SCS
  (safe injection, safe consumption site) in one of our downtown cores to combat the current 
  drug issues occurring in our community. A temporary bylaw implemented by council has put
  a temporary hold on such a facility for one year.
  As a councillor I could not support such a venue in our core areas at this time as I believe 
  this would only be a bandaid to the problem without having full wrap around services for 
  addiction, mental health etc.  This complex problem requires the resources from all levels of
  government from federal on down to municipal.  I would advocate for a better solution plan
  working with the other levels of government for a more effective policy that will protect the 
  safety of our community and provide the necessary care and services for the individuals 
  effected.
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Social Issues...

  A complete lack of affordable housing in Cambridge has become one of the root causes for
  for the increase of social issues plaging Cambridge today.  We are all familiar with the sense
  of well being and mental stability when we have a safe affordable roof over our heads and 
  for our families.
  Providing more affordable housing options for our seniors, young families and individuals
  will reduce the burden of costs on our social services sectors in the long term and improve
  the social well being  and sense of belonging in and for our community.
  As councillor I would work collaboratively with my colleagues, mayor and staff to encourage
  the review and further development of existing and new programs as well as lobbying the 
  higher levels of government for additional funding and to exercise options to attract private
  investment from residential developers and organizations in building such projects in our
  community.

  
  

Leisure/ Entertainment/ Environment...

  Over the past 4 years we have realized a public outcrying about the Sports Multiplex over the
  lack of transparency and fiscal responsibility towards the tax payers and their tax dollars as 
  well as a lack of public input to such a sizable municipal project.  This alone, I believe will 
  outline the morals and structure on how our future council and mayor will work with regards
  to the community and tax payers dollars.
  Now in my opinion, this type of project should have been built long ago, however the delay
  on this may allow us to rethink many options with the type, size and site locale moving 
  forward with this project.
  I am committed to supporting such a project but with a variety of changes.  I believe we 
  should be looking towards our business community for monetary sponsorships and to 
  invite/attract outside investment and private sector funding eliminating some or a large
  portion of tax payer burden.  I also believe a project of this size could/should be built in 
  phases to accommodate the needs as required and keep the cost burden to a minimum 
  spread out over a period of time -- After all Rome wasn’t built in a day.
  
  
  
  During the past several years we have been seeing a decline in festivals and entertainment 
  venues or in some cases a cancellation due to a lack of funding.
  As councillor I would commit to working with our Core BIA groups as well as asking for a 
  review and update to the grants funding policy to increase the budget amounts to ensure we
  continue to support these groups in their continuous development enabling us to keep our
  citizens engaged in our community rather then travelling to neighbouring cities.
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  Earlier this year council approved a motion to move forward with the revitalization and 
  rebuilding of the Riverside Park/ Preston dam.  As a councillor I support  this motion and will
  continue to work closely with my colleagues and staff to continue to explore the best options
  financially.  We need to continue with protecting our heritage structures for the enjoyment of
  future generations, but with care and due diligence with minimizing the overall environmental
  impact on wildlife and aqua culture. 
  
  
    In closing, you and the rest of the citizens of Cambridge deserve to live in a safe City with the

  best services and resources.  I would love the opportunity to fight for the practical solutions to

  benefit the citizens of Cambridge.  I would be humbled and honoured to work for YOU!
  
  

  
On October 22, 2018

VOTE  Peter Crystal -- Your CRYSTAL CLEAR choice for Ward ONE!
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