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December 1, 1998 6 minutes read This story appears in the December 1998 issue of HomeOfficeMag.com. Subscribe There's a new computer acronym you're going to start hearing a lot about: USB. He advocates for a universal serial bus that is a powerful, new way to connect peripherals to PCs. Here's the scoop: Until
now, connecting printers and other gizmos to pCs meant inserting one or more specialized adapter cards into the computer's motherboard. These maps essentially move the information back and forth between the PC's CPU and the peripheral. But in most PCs, there is room only for a handful of such cards, which limits
the number of devices that can be used at any given time. What's more, switching devices requires a fair amount of tinkering with software settings - even restarting your computer. With USB HELP, one computer can connect to 127 different devices at a time, all of them available for use at the same time. Instead of
additional boards, you just plug the USB-compatible device into a single USB port on the back of your computer. Then, one by one, each device connects to the USB connector in front of it, in the so-called daisy chain. In theory, no software changes are required. USB ports have been built into new computers for months,
but you may have only heard of them recently, due to two important developments. On the one hand, Microsoft has started delivering its Windows 98 operating system, which is ready for USB. Equally important, USB-compatible peripherals are just beginning to appear in stores. These peripherals range from laser and
inkjet printers to digital cameras, modems, speakers and phone-related devices. Digital Persona came out with U.are.U, a USB-compatible device that recognizes people's fingerprints as a way to protect computers from unauthorized use. And Butterfly Communications has developed the Monarch Wireless PBX, a
wireless private phone switch to connect to a USB-equipped PC - designed for small businesses that depend on more than one outgoing phone line. USB was created to move rich multimedia data, too, which means an even more compelling video conferencing experience. Meanwhile, Apple Computer is making USB
news with its new iMac computer. By deploying USB, Apple has been able to reduce the cost of its hardware and allow its customers to use many peripherals designed for the IBM-compatible PC market. Apple is also expected to integrate USB ports into future models. So how much does this new technology cost? USB-
ready peripherals are not expected to cost significantly more than model, especially as the technology is becoming ubiquitous. Market research firm Dataquest Corp. predicts the number of USB-compatible PCs will soar to more than 151.8 million shipped in 2001 - a tidy 100 percent of all machines expected to be
produced this year. John W. Verity is a writer in Brooklyn, New York which has covered the computer industry for 21 years. Send your computer questions to John on jverity@mindspring.com And then there was a DVD first came CD-ROM, storing mind-blowing 650MB of digital content - text, photos, software, sounds
and even video footage - on a 5.25-inch drive. And now there's DVD-ROM, a sister product for new DVD video discs you may have seen at your local video store. With DVD-ROM discs now appearing as standard components in many PCs, the multimedia industry is asking itself a big question: Will DVD-ROM, offering
10 times more features, succeed where CD-ROM has failed? You'll remember the excitement of the early 90's about CD-ROMs as a new medium for delivering multimedia programming. Many companies have rushed to the market with quirky names - everything from encyclopedias to discs celebrating hip-rock bands
describing exotic travel and providing interactive history lessons. Today's CD-ROM market, however, is a victim of an impossible economy. Between production costs and licensing of high-quality photos and videos, the production of entertainment CD-ROM can cost more than $300,000. But few titles sell enough copies
to earn back this kind of investment, so publishers have slashed budgets - and production values - and the market has collapsed. The DVD is worth doing better, but don't hold your breath. One big plus: A DVD-ROM drive can within hours broadcast quality video or thousands of clear, full-screen photos. And its coding
process strongly protects this material from unauthorized copying - a big bugaboo for Hollywood studios and news organizations that have shied away from releasing their valuable properties in an unsafe CD-ROM format. But for now, there are no standard specifications for the minimum PC installation people should
view DVDs. For the next year or so, about the only form of DVD interactivity you'll see it's a species found on 12-inch laser discs starting a few years ago - a set of photos still and perhaps a short trivia quiz attached to the end of a feature film. Even with millions of DVD-ROM discs expected to appear under the holiday
trees this season, the DVD market is mostly about movies, said Blaine Graboyes, co-founder of zuma Digital New York, one of 125 DVD-produced firms in the United States. THE DVD ROM will evolve, but it will take years. Frequently asked questions: What should | look for in a computer monitor? A: Personal computer
systems finally sell for less than $1,000, but be careful: To get prices that low, manufacturers often cut corners on perhaps the most important component of all: the monitor. This is the main interface, so to speak, between you and your programs and documents. So If you are forced to work with your computer for long
periods of time, you will do well to get the best screen you can afford. The alternative is not only a decrease in performance, but also significant discomfort in the form of headaches, tired eyes even my eyesight was constantly deteriorating. Screen size and resolution are the two main attributes to consider. Generally
speaking, the larger the screen, the more details you can easily see and the more windows and icons you can view at a time. Low-cost systems try to get away with 15- or even 14-inch monitors, but a unit of 17 inches or more is highly recommended. The 15-inch models currently cost about $300; The 17-inch models
start just below $500 and cost as much as $1,000, depending on their features. Go more than 17 inches and you are in the area of specialized graphics that most people don't need - and can't afford. Resolution is a more complex issue. This is determined by a combination of settings in the operating system and the
physical attributes of the monitor. Most PCs can generate finely detailed full-screen images, but when used with a screen less than 17 inches, your text and icons will probably seem too small to be conveniently viewed. It is best to reduce the resolution to 800 x 600 points per inch (dpi), which is standard. Or, if you need
items to seem even bigger, you can try the 640 x 480 dpi settings. Finally, here's your graphics card. Its total memory determines how many colors you can display at the same time and how quickly a computer can change images. 1MB graphics cards included with many low-end computers are probably good if you work
mostly with text. For better graphics, you can upgrade to a 2MB or even an 8MB graphics card for $150 or less. And don't forget, the correct location of the chair, keyboard and monitor is the key to convenient use of the computer. Happy viewing! Contact Sources ' uma Digital, (212) 741-9100, info@zumadigital.com
Author: Matthew B.Date Trip: January 2001 Congratulations to all. It's been a few days since my last blog entry, so catch up a bit today. When | last wrote, we enjoyed ourselves in Udaipur. A wonderful city that was thoughtfully built with the surrounding mountains as the first line of defense against any invaders. The city
walls are also fenced off by a large lake to help alleviate any fears of water shortages. The king also built a beautiful summer residence in the middle of the same beautiful lake, which has now been converted into a high-end hotel. One minor problem is the city consuming so much water that the lake has not been filled
for nearly 2 years. During our time there, the summer palace was surrounded by a large puddle and the expanse of what must have been a lake was replaced by men playing cards and children enjoying a game of cricket. We couldn't take full advantage of our last day in Udaipur as Rebecca felt a little under the weather,
it was just one day before my own days. It was only worse for her 150 plus mosquito bites covering her legs, | lost count somewhere around 125. That's what happens when you dine next to with and forget to apply bug spray (well that we were diligent with our malaria medications). One of the best things about traveling
in India is that you can walk into any pharmacy shop and buy almost any medicine. After our second round with antibiotics we feel almost as good as the new ones. When you travel to any developing country and have local fares you should expect to get sick at least once, sometimes twice! Enough pills for Me and
Rebecca cost me $5. Udaipur marked the end of the Rajasthan part of our journey. We loved touring through some of the big cities in western India. It had a very different feel than the first three cities we visited along our tour. By the way, if you ever find yourself in Udaipur and are looking for something interesting to do
at night almost every guest house in town has either a 7pm or 7.30pm screening of James Bond's Octopus. Some scenes have been shot in the city and it brings them great pride. After our flight from Udaipur to Delhi, we hoped to catch a night bus to Dharamsala/Makleod Ganj. Because of the aforementioned abdominal
pain we had to adjust things. We were able to book a room in Delhi and actually stayed there for two nights. This small setback gave us the opportunity to explore Connaught Place. It's part of Delhi's middle class, unfortunately many places were closed in that it was Sunday, but we were still able to see enough of it. On
Sunday night we were finally able to catch that night bus. Bus and rail travel can be very different in many countries. The trains are run by the government, so you know basically what you get. If you book a 3rd class air conditioner you know that your coach will basically be the same whether you board in Delhi or
Varanassi. Buses, however, are much more crap to shoot. For a bus ride you usually buy a ticket from one of a hundred or so travel agents. For 30-odd people on the bus you can guess that there were about 30 different prices for the same tickets. The most exciting part of the journey is waiting and waiting for how much
and what shape the bus that pulls up will be in. Although our tickets were for deluxe, | don't think it's an adjective that | would use to describe the vehicle | drove in. | still did better than the Italian travelers who booked the air-conditioned bus unless the air condition means that when the windows are open you get a strong
breeze. Needless to say, neither Rebecca nor | slept much on the 16-hour bus ride. It was all worth it when we got our first glimpse of our destination. | think that catches you all. We are now dodging rain MacLeod Ganj. A beautiful place in the hills of India. As | said in a previous entry, this is the home of the exiled
Tibetan government as well as His Holiness the Dalai Lama. That's the way it is. here that we need to remind ourselves that we are still actually in India. I'll describe the city in more detail after we get a chance to explore things a bit. We're here for two more days, then we're not sure. Our battle with Delhi belly made us
scrape off our plans to visit the city of Lech. A two-day bus ride to get there or 20-plus hours by a shared jeep doesn't make sense in that we only have one week. Travel is a reward.- Taoist proverb We manually select everything we recommend and select items through testing and reviews. Some products are sent to us
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