
research in the very East Oakland neighborhood in which she was raised
obviously provided her many advantages; however, this does not appear
to have diminished the veracity of her evidence.
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In the glutted scholarlymarket for research on party polarization, genuinely
novel explanations are hard to find. Given quantitative political scientists’
dominance of that market, moreover, it may be fitting that just such an orig-
inal and compelling argument comes from a sociologist seeking to revive
a long-dormantmethodological approach to the study of electoral behavior.
Josh Pacewicz describes his comparative ethnography of two midsize Iowa
cities as an “Elmira-like study” (p. 19), referencing one of the famous mid-
century analyses of ordinary voters by Paul Lazarsfeld and his collabora-
tors that rooted people’s political outlook in their day-to-day social world
(Bernard Berelson, Paul Lazarsfeld, and William N. McPhee, Voting: A
Study of OpinionFormation in aPresidential Campaign [University of Chi-
cago Press, 1954]). Pacewicz’s textured and grounded qualitative research
generates important insights into opinion formation and political behavior.
But he goes further than that, attempting to frame those findings within a
sweeping macrolevel historical account of the interplay between national
and local-level developments since 1980 that have shaped contemporary
politics.
Pacewicz’s argument proceeds in three steps, as federal policies since the

NewDealaffected localpolitical-economicconditions,which in turn fedback
into national politics. The Keynesian era of federal policy making, stretch-
ing from the 1930s to the 1970s and covered in part 1 of the book, exerted a
particular effect on the political behavior of local-level community leaders.
Tight financial regulation indirectly hindered corporate mergers and acqui-
sitions, labor lawshoredup thepositionof industrial unions, and federal law-
makers typically authorized money for locally administered social services
and development through large discretionary grants to the states with
few strings attached. As Pacewicz shows in his pseudonymized Iowa cities,
Prairieville and River City, these policies ensured that leading firms in town
were typically owned and run by local residents—the “city fathers”who also
led organizational civic life. Local politics was shaped by a fairly stable con-
test over the administration of federal funds carried out by politicians
aligned with the city fathers and those backed by the labor unions that or-
ganized the city’s workers. Community leaders thus saw politics as an ex-
tension of their roles in local civic and social life. As Pacewicz puts it,
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channeling Polanyi, politics in the Keynesian state was “embedded” in com-
munity governance, through local party organizations that he typologizes as
“community leadership parties.”

Enter neoliberalism. Part 2 details the ways in which financial deregula-
tion (and an ensuing wave of corporate consolidation), deunionization, and
the shift to more fragmented and competitive processes for accessing fed-
eral aid transformed the nature of community leadership. In place of the
old city fathers and labor lions rose a new kind of community leader, whom
Pacewicz labels “partners,”who act as city boosters seeking to woo national
and multinational firms while competing for a range of public, private, and
nonprofit grants to fund ad hoc development projects. To perform these
tasks, partners feel compelled to actively eschew political conflict in favor
of consensus-oriented cooperation on local projects. Neoliberalism, in other
words, has incentivized city leaders to depoliticize and depolarize their be-
havior in order to compete with other cities for scarce public and private
resources.

But what does such local depolarization have to do with national-level
polarization? In Pacewicz’s most provocative analytical move, laid out in
part 3, he argues that the retreat of community leaders from formal politics
left a void in local party organizations that has been filled since the 1980s
by ideologically driven activists. Whereas the local community leadership
parties of the Keynesian era focused on concrete issues grounded in the lo-
cal political economy, the new “activist parties” of the contemporary period
draw participants who are motivated by social and cultural issues that (as
Pacewicz implies more than explicates) reflect national-level political de-
bates more than they do meaningful and rooted experiences in the commu-
nity.With grassroots activists driving the train of national party politics, the
circle of national to local to national influence is complete: neoliberalism
disembedded politics from local community life, which in turn served to po-
larize national politics.

This reviewer beganPartisans andPartners a skeptic and emerged a par-
tial convert. Pacewicz’s account of the political-economic transformation of
community life, and the role played by federal policy making in bringing
that about, is the richest and most convincing part of the book. And his ar-
gument about this development’s impact on party politics is, in broad terms,
highly suggestive and compelling, offering as it does a potential explanation
for the paradoxical combination of hyperpolarized partisanship and wide-
spread political discontent and alienation in contemporary politics.

Where the book falls short is in specifying the mechanisms of that local-
to-national story: how activist parties form and what they look like in con-
crete organizational terms, what motivates participation in them, and what
the sources of party activists’ beliefs are. Pacewicz uses the catchall short-
hand term “hot-button issues” to characterize activists’ concerns without
defining them and implies a distinction between locally grounded and thus
“real” political conflict and abstract ideological politics that he never de-
fends. (Does, say, abortion really bear no relation to community life?) His
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strongest claim, moreover, that community leaders’ depoliticization actu-
ally causes people to turn to polarized partisanship, is never convincingly
supported.
The concept that lurks in the interstices of Pacewicz’s argument without

ever being engaged head-on is nationalization. As Daniel Hopkins has re-
cently shown (The Increasingly United States: How and Why American
PoliticalBehaviorNationalized [University of Chicago Press, 2018]), Amer-
icans have over the last several decades come to think of their party alle-
giances chiefly in terms of national-level political and policy conflicts, just
as they devote the vast majority of whatever attention they do pay to polit-
ical affairs to national rather than local or state politics. Pacewicz appears
to have identified a novel causal path to that nationalization rooted in local-
level transformations, but he doesn’t make this argument explicitly. And
other potential drivers, especially developments in communications that
have transformed Americans’media consumption habits, receive no atten-
tion at all. One wonders how influential the behavior of local community
leaders may be in providing heuristics to citizens if so few of those citizens
are actually paying attention to community-level developments at all.

The Real Fake: Authenticity and the Production of Space. By Maria Fran-
cesca Piazzoni. New York: Fordham University Press, 2018. Pp. 142. $9.99
(paper).

Victoria Reyes
University of California, Riverside

At 140 pages, The Real Fake: Authenticity and the Production of Space
packs a lot of information in fewwords. Drawing on ethnographic observa-
tions, interviews, maps, and an original survey, Maria Francesca Piazzoni
examines Thames Town, a British-themed urban area located in Songjiang
NewTown, China. She frames the book around authenticity, which “broadly
refers to ideas of identity, genuineness, and originality” (p. 4), and boldly ar-
gues that authenticity “generates urban transformations [and] as a process
of urban change, underlies the conceived, perceived, and lived dimensions
of the production of space” (p. 5). That is, authenticity is the center of urban
life.
The book is organized into four chapters. In chapter 1, Piazzoni discusses

the development of themed cities, its controversies, and how Disneyland
changed the urban landscape. Next, she traces the development of Thames
Town, which was built as part of Shanghai’s One City, Nine Towns plan.
Revealing how many cities are purposefully modeled after Western ones,
Piazzoni places them “in the Chinese context, [where] a copy can be as valu-
able as its original” (p. 53). In chapter 3, Piazzoni details her methods and
findings, introducing the tourists, employees, residents, and engaged couples
who occupy the place. She takes us into their homes and lives, showing, for
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