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The Ideal Education for Increasing STEM Skills Share on Facebook Teaching is hard and less-qualified teachers are becoming
more common, affecting a lot of people with no other options than a 4-year education. Jointless.AI, a company that connects
users with programming mentors, just released some data from a pilot program they ran from November 2016 to December

2017. They found that teaching people how to code has a “surprisingly low barrier to entry.” The median time for a mentor to
match a participant to a project was “roughly half an hour” of their time, compared to 3 hours to find and evaluate a tutor. The
median time for a participant to complete a project was roughly 3 hours. After a participant finished their first coding project,

the majority had increased their experience with both technologies and skills. Many were more than excited about how they
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could help people with their own programming skills. Participants were also generally excited about the idea of new
opportunities for themselves. Participants who were taking college courses also cited that as a benefit. Jointless.AI has released

more data on their pilot program, including a DataShare where data scientists, researchers, and engineers can use data to
determine how best to provide a coding education for people that is beneficial to them and for society as a whole. You can

access the data here. How to Connect with the Tech Community and Network You don’t have to be a genius to make friends
with the most connected people in tech. Be social and actively participate in online communities. Join Slack channels and be
active in your specific Slack’s chat. Start connecting with other developers and fellow learners in Hacker News and Twitter.
Share your own projects, write blog posts, and use DZone to share the work you have done. Participate in online and offline
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