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Smart circle scam

Here's one that goes to show just how creative scammers can be. The FTC receives reports that callers claim to be from Medicare asking people for their Medicare numbers, Social Security numbers, and other personal information... in exchange for DNA test kits. Callers may say that the test is a free
way to get early diagnoses for diseases such as cancer, or just that it is a free test, so why not take it? But the truth is, Medicare doesn't market DNA testing kits to the public. This is another government impostor scam. In this example, as in others, scammers can give what seems like a plausible
explanation for the need for your information. But before you give anyone your personal information or tampon off your cheeks, consider these tips to help you identify and avoid this kind of fraud: government agencies will rarely, if ever, call you. If they can handle it, it will happen after they send you a
letter or call you. But anytime a government subscriber requires information (or payment by transferring money or a gift card), it is a scam. Don't trust the caller ID. Scammers use the technology to hide their real number, but show one that seems legitimate. So if the caller's ID shows the area code 202, or
says the government or Washington, D.C., don't take it for a virgin coin. It can be anyone who calls from anywhere. Never give anyone who calls or addresses you out of blue information like your Medicare, bank account, credit card or Social Security number. Scammers can use your information, steal
your identity, get credit in your name and take your money. Report government impostors and other scams to the FTC. Also, learn more about how to stop unwanted calls. As a result of the fire, which claimed that much of the famous Cathedral of Paris Notre Dame, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
alerted consumers about fraud tha ... The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is reducing the boom to any charity that maliciously claims that it raises money on behalf of service members and veterans... Consumers are being targeted by scammers every day, but the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) warns
that recent tragedies have unfortunately created a spike in scams seeking to use Americans' desire to help victims. The IRS points out that the country has experienced a number of major disasters and mass shootings in quick succession, so donors need to be especially vigilant to look for signs of fraud
before sending money. These scams evolve over time and are customized to reflect events in But they all tend to be variations on a familiar theme, said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. Recognizing these schemes and taking some simple steps can protect taxpayers from these scams. Beware of
unfamiliar charitiesconsumers should seek appeals for donations from unfamiliar charities, or organizations that have names similar to those of Charity. They should also be highly suspicious of appeals that come in the form of email, text or phone call because legitimate charities tend to stick to mass



advertising like television advertising to receive donations. Consumers who want to donate to any charitable cause should initiate a search group themselves and not respond to direct contact that may not be legal. The American Red Cross, the Salvation Army and United Way are three groups that are
involved in helping victims of wildfires, hurricanes and mass shootings. The IRS, meanwhile, is also trying to help victims of California wildfires. It extends the deadline for filing certain tax returns for individuals and businesses and paying certain tax payments until January 31, 2018. The extension delays
the deadline from October 8 and applies to residents of seven California counties. Posing as an IRS agentThe tax agency spends a lot of its time countering the efforts of scammers who often impersonate IRS agents to trick consumers. More recently, she warned of fraudsters using a phishing scheme to
steal customers' email addresses from tax professionals to access insurance and annuity accounts. The IRS reminds consumers that it does not call and leave pre-recorded, urgent messages demanding to call back. If you get one of these calls, it's from a scammer who hopes to scare you into thinking
you'll be arrested if you don't respond. There are legitimate IRS features that scammers may also try to use. The agency sent letters to taxpayers whose overdue accounts were sent to one of the four private sector collection agencies. Scammers are already trying to take advantage of this by calling and
threatening taxpayers if they don't pay the overdue amount quickly. What to do if you get one of these calls but don't know that you have an overdue account, it's a scam. The IRS says that all taxpayers receiving calls about their overdue bills are well aware of the problem, since they have been relevant to
the IRS about it for years. Legal contact with the IRS almost always begins with a letter through the U.S. Post. In rare cases, an IRS official may appear in your home or business, but they will always first establish the time and cause in the letter. Any consumers with a question about whether contact with
the IRS is real should go online, see the number of the nearest IRS office, and call the agency directly to find out. Consumers are being targeted by scammers every day, but the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) warns that recent tragedies have unfortunately created a spike in scams... to charity can be a
wonderful gesture, but when consumers make contributions, they expect their money to be used in a certain way. When this is not the case, the reaction can be great. This is what PayPal can learn after the class action was against the company in federal court on Tuesday. Leading plaintiffs Friends for
Health: Support for North Shore Medical Center and Terry Cass allege that the company diverted charitable donations from some charities and gave it instead to charities that registered PayPal accounts. The money donated by PayPal customers through the delivery platform will only be delivered to their
chosen charities if these charities have already set up a PayPal business account and a separate Account at PayPal Giving Fund, the lawsuit says. If they don't have both of these accounts, or don't install both of them, they will never receive a donation, despite being listed on the PayPal Giving website.
Deprivation of selected charitiesPaypal began processing and distributing donations back in 2013 after the creation of the PayPal Foundation, which allowed users to donate money to their favorite charities by selecting from the list on the PayPal website. However, the plaintiffs say the system is flawed.
Their lawsuit alleges that charities listed on the site are not always registered with the company, and donations made to unregistered charities are not processed. The donor and the charity are not told about the contribution, the lawsuit says, and the unprocessed money is then distributed to PayPal's
select organizations. Tens of thousands of generous people, trusting PayPal, made donations that, without their knowledge, never reached their chosen charity. In addition, thousands of charities were deprived of much-needed funds that they never knew were intended even for them, the lawsuit alleges.
Only factions going to dedicated charitiesPlaintiff Terry Kass said she made charitable donations to 13 different charities totaling $3,250 using the platform. However, only a small fraction of her donations will eventually make it to its destination. So instead of delivering a total of $3,250 to thirteen different
charities, the defendants only delivered a combined $100, or 3% of her donation, to these three charities. The remaining $3,150 that Cass donated to ten local charities was withheld from the alleged organizations, the complaint said. The lawsuit says these actions are in relation to PayPal's claims that
100% of the donated money will go to individual charities. The plaintiffs are seeking actual, triple and statutory damages for alleged violations of the Lanham Act and the D.C. Consumer Protection Act, Courthouse News reported. They also require that ensure that all funds that have been donated to
charity are fully accounted for. In response, PayPal said in a statement that the company has fostered positive change and significant social impact by connecting donors and charities, and that it is fully committed to protecting itself. Costume handled by Benjamin Richman Edelson PC in Chicago. --
Editor's Note: This story is about a class action lawsuit. If you are part of the consumer class described in the lawsuit, you may end up being eligible to participate in any compensation judgment, if any. Unlike what many people think, you don't join the action class - you're either in a class covered by action
or not. Often, consumers included in the decision do not need to take any action, as the respondent is obliged to contact them directly. In other cases, the court and the lawyers who filed the suit will give instructions when the case is settled. Please note that in accordance with our Privacy Policy we are
unable to provide you with the names of other consumers who may be similarly affected. For more information, please contact our class guide. Donating to charity can be a wonderful gesture, but when consumers make contributions, they expect their money to be used in a certain way. And when you
don't,... It's not just undertakers and florists who profit from death. Local newspapers and websites have found a steady stream of revenue in the obituary business and are now regularly gouge families to run even the simplest announcement of death. Finding a lucrative business model often leads to
finding ways to milk more revenue from each transaction, and that's what Vermont says online obituary sites have been up to lately. Legacy.com and Tribute agreed to pay more than $30,000 to settle Vermont charges that they ran a scheme to extort unauthorized donations to nonprofits instead of
flowers. We are pleased to put an end to this practice, which has cost Vermonters unnecessary fees at a time of vulnerability. This is a good result for Vermont donors and nonprofits alike. Attorney General William H. Sorrell said. According to Sorrell, the sites targeted mourners wanting to donate to
nonprofits like the American Cancer Society Givalike, a third-party website that raised money, deducted it cut and then sent the balance to charity. Not getting consent The problem is that in Vermont and many other states, it is illegal to solicit donations to charity without first obtaining the charity's consent.
In addition, the State stated that in some cases neither the deceased nor the next of kin had requested donations that could be sought for charity. The sites also failed to register as paid fundraisers in Vermont and did not follow state laws regarding charitable requests. Under the terms of the settlement,
Legacy.com and Tribute agreed not to the software in the obituary of any Vermonter, or in any obituary where the Vermont nonprofit listed without disclosing that a third party website would be used and disclosing all fees. As part of the settlement, both Legacy.com and Tributes will pay the state for fines
and The cost and fees total to more than $30,000.Sorrell's office is still studying three California-based Givalike principles that are no longer in business. It's not just undertakers and florists who profit from death. Local newspapers and websites have found a steady stream of revenue in the obituary busin
... The massacre in Orlando on Sunday morning, the worst mass shooting in U.S. history, once again caused popular anger, but also touched the popular compass ... In 2013, nonprofit telemarketers raised $302 million for charity from New Yorkers. They saved $156 million, more than half. This is stated
in Penny's report for charity, published today by New York Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman. New Yorkers who are generous enough to donate their hard-earned money to charity deserve to know how that money is actually spent, including how much is used to pay for nonprofit telemarketing,
Schneiderman said. Our Penny for Charity report is an important tool for transparency because it informs the victim to the public how much of their charitable contributions made through telemarketing went to an external fundraiser and how much is left to support charities. The share of funds raised by
non-profit telemarketers that went to charity in 2013 increased significantly, compared to 2012, when only 37% of the funds raised went to charitable donor missions intended for support. The Pennies for Charity report has been published annually for the past 12 years, drawing attention to this issue. Other
important findings from the analysis of the 573 fundraising campaigns covered in the Attorney-General's report include: in 75 per cent, or 435 out of 573, charities retained less than 50 per cent of the funds raised. In 49.2%, or 282 of the 573 campaigns, charities saved less than 30% of the funds raised or
expenses exceeded contributions. Of the 573 campaigns, 316 were conducted on behalf of organizations located outside Of New York.Expensive and intrusiveDespite improving the share of funds and going to charities, Schneiderman said telemarketing remains an expensive and intrusive method of
raising funds for charity, and suffers from significant restrictions compared to other forms of fundraising: it encourages me-too charities that sound like respected and effective charities; for example, the famous Make-A-Wish Foundations and Me Too Kids Wish Network, which pays more than two-thirds of
its telemarketing income to raise funds; largely anonymous interaction between telemarketers located in the call center, and the recipient of the call is difficult to detail after what makes the police or proof of distortion difficult; many charities are unable to actively monitor fund-raising. Attorney General
found a number of fundraisers with significant history of violations that continue to provide fundraising contracts seemingly with little board oversight or involvement. What dochneiderman issued the following tips when making donations on the phone petition: Resistance pressure to give on Spot.If you get
a call from telemarketer, do not feel the pressure to give on the phone. You can ask for information about the cause and request by mail. Ask telemarketing. Ask the caller what programs are run by the charity, how much of your donation will be used for charitable programs, how much telemarketing is paid
and how much of your donation is guaranteed. Ask how your donation will be used. Ask in particular how the charity plans to use your donation, including the services and organizations that will support your donation. Avoid charities that make emotional appeals and are vague in answering your questions.
Be careful if the organization does not provide written information about its charitable programs and finances on request. Any legitimate organization would be happy to send you this information. Look for charities. Browse the charity information before giving. The Attorney General's interactive website
allows potential donors to easily search for a Penny for charity report on behalf of a charity or by region in New York State.Also confirm that the charity is entitled to receive tax-free donations by searching the IRS website. Give established charities. Donate to organizations you are familiar with or to
organizations that have verifiable success in their charitable missions. Carefully study charities with names similar to more well-known organizations. Never give away cash. It is best to give your contribution a cheque paid directly to the charity. It is safer than providing a credit or debit card and much safer
than sending cash. Be careful with the disclosure of personal or financial information; never give such information to an organization or person you don't know. In 2013, nonprofit telemarketers raised $302 million for charity from New Yorkers. They saved $156 million, more than half. This is according to
the report, P ... A New York man, Jacob Weingarten, was convicted of tax fraud and sentenced to pay $520,000 in civil fraud for extorting donations allegedly to bogus charities. Weingarten and his wife Rivka were allegedly beneficiaries of the scheme and, according to the court's decision. About
$360,000 of the proceeds will go to two Israeli charities that run genuine programs similar to the causes for which Weingarten fraudulent petitions collected donations. We are committed to protecting the everyday people of New York, especially those who want to use some of their hard-earned money to
support charitable charities because there has to be one set of rules for everyone, Said New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. According to Schneiderman's lawsuit, Weingarten and his associates collected donations to 19 bogus charities from Jewish donors across North America, ostensibly for
Israeli charities such as emergency medical care and programs for sick children, survivors, cancer victims and the poor. The money withdrawn from the funds raised - about $2 million - was then withdrawn from the bank accounts of charities. Some of that money was used to pay workers working at the
Brooklyn Telemarketing Boiler House in Weingarten. Other funds were used by Weingarten and his family to pay for personal expenses such as mortgages, dentist accounts, auto loans, and home improvement. The complaint also details the gross mismanagement of Weingarten's charitable assets,
including a widespread mix of charitable and personal funds raised for one charity, with funds raised for another, which is prohibited by law. New York State Commissioner for Taxation and Finance Thomas H. Mattox said: The defendant not only stole donations to charities, but also committed criminal tax
fraud without reporting income in his tax returns. Tax theft is a crime against all New Yorkers, and we will continue to work with the Attorney General and other levels of law enforcement to investigate and prosecute such criminals. © Igor - Fotolia.comA New York man, Jacob Weingarten, was convicted of
tax fraud and ordered to pay a $520,000 civil judgment for... The main problem with donating to charity is that a world full of scammers are happy to falsely submit as a charity in order to raise their charitable budget for themselves. Other scammers will raise money on behalf of legitimate charities but save
the lion's share of donations for themselves rather than give it to the charity in question. It's bad enough that the New York State Attorney General's office has a charity office dedicated to investigating such things, and on July 1, the Charity Bureau reached a $24.6 million settlement with two nonprofit
direct mail providers, quadriga art and the Convergence of Direct Marketing, over collections they made on behalf of (DVNF). Attorney General Eric Scheniederman said in a july 1 press release that: This investigation sheds light on some of the more troublesome features of direct mail charity fundraising,
as is practiced in the United States today.... Taking advantage of the popular cause and what was an unsophisticated launch these direct postal companies used cleverly designed but misleading emails to collect tens of millions of dollars in donations from generous Americans, almost all of whom went to
fundraisers and their agents, and left the charity nearly $14 million in Charities and their fundraisers, which rely on direct mail campaigns, can and should do better, and this settlement is an important milestone on the way forward. The $10 million settlement requires Kwadriga to pay $9.7 million in
damages, forgive the $13.8 million debt it owes DVNF, and pay the state of New York $800,000 to cover the costs. Convergence, meanwhile, will pay $300,000 in damages. Both companies also have to pay $10 million to help disabled veterans who were supposed to have helped money donated by
DVNF. While Schneiderman's investigation naturally focused only on issues in New York State, the settlement is likely to have repercussions across the country. CNN began investigating Kwadriga in 2010 (and took credit for Schneiderman's later interest in the company), saying that since 2008, Kvadriga
has raised $116 million on behalf of the DVNF - with $104 million going back to the quadriga - and that donations made to leak through DVNF were largely useless. In 2011, for example, the DVNF made donations to St. Benedict, a small veterans charity in Alabama, after devastating tornadoes swirled
across the region. St. Benedict Director J.D. Simpson told CNN in 2012 what donations they actually received: They sent us 2,600 bags of cough drops and 2,200 small bottles of disinfectant, J.D. Simpson told CNN. And the great thing was that they sent us 11,520 bags of coconut MSM. And we didn't
have much use for 11,520 bags of coconut MSM. What to do: If you want to donate to charity, whether it's a home for disabled veterans, victims of domestic violence or anything else, the best way to send it is cash, not stuff - at an outside chance your charity of choice actually thinks: I know it would
definitely be helpful if we had 2,600 bags of cough drop and a coconut MLM truck, they're still better at getting the money that they can use to buy cough drops and coconut candies. The same applies to short-term charities: if a natural disaster hits the region and people there need clothes and blankets,
it's best to send money because charities and volunteers don't have time to sort out piles of donated tissue items to determine what's worth keeping or who should it go. The main problem with donating to charity is that a world full of scammers are happy to falsely submit as a charity in order to collect your
enchantment... When a natural disaster strikes, you can be sure that the scammers will be close behind. The latest example is a massive landslide in Washington state. Everyone would like to help, but Washington's attorney Bob Ferguson warns that rip-off artists are already in place. All of us in
Washington and across the country deeply sympathize with the victims, their loved ones and friends at this tragic time, Ferguson said. It's This. instinct want to help immediately, but ... I advise potential donors to exercise caution and make sure their hard earned dollars go to targets intended rather than
line the pockets of scammers. Secretary of State Kim Wyman added: Our hearts go out to all those affected by this horrific landslide. So much has been lost so much. I am pleased that many Washingtonians have a strong momentum to be part of the relief effort, at least financially, and to help the victims
of this tragedy. I support that, obviously. But as attorney general and I continue to stress in times like these, unfortunately there always seems to be rip-off artists who enjoy people. It is disgraceful, but some so-called charities enjoy our generous nature. I want people to donate to a charity they know and
trust if it is their wish and I want no one to use the money used to just line the pocket of some scammer. Here are some tips to help you avoid being taken into phony appeals: Be suspicious of solicitors requesting immediate donations. Don't rush to make decisions and consider contributing to give.org, a
website run by the Best Business Bureau Board. Write a check directly to the charity, not to the fundraiser. Be vigilant charities that use sympathetic sounding names or names similar to well-known legitimate charities. When a natural disaster strikes, you can be sure that the scammers will be close
behind. The latest example is a massive landslide in Washington state. Each... Pete Thomson is President/CEO of Mc'Media Inc, a media and advertising firm based in Dallas, Texas. Thomson's weekly radio program, The Consumer Team, is on CBS Radio in Dallas, Texas.---In the festive season, many
Americans open their wallets to support their favorite charity. From local nonprofits to large national charities with $1 million in advertising budgets, the nonprofit landscape is more crowded and competitive than ever. How important are holidays to your average charity? Nonprofits often acknowledge that
more than half of all their contributions came in the fourth quarter, with most of the money going to December. In large part because of strategically created marketing campaigns, it is easy to assume that non-profit organizations are good managers of the money we give them. Images of hungry children
are fed or other acts of kindness that are the result of donations really powerful. However, the reality in today's market is that's what a high percentage of nonprofits are not effective in managing the donations they receive. Some of the largest, most reputable emerging nonprofits and ministries that
dominate television and radio make big promises in their marketing. In many cases, however, a relatively small percentage of donations actually reach those in need. In the case of many web charities, little or no money goes to the cause that is advertised. Both Wild WestCharities and Ministries, which
were founded with a mission to help people, may lose focus to their fundamental goals because of jaw overheads. CEO and CEO salaries, marketing and other infrastructure spending can easily turn even the best-intentioned nonprofit into an organization that has overtaken the cost of doing business.
Thanks to several charity observer groups, consumers now have access to reliable and objective information about charities. Charity Navigator is a New York-city nonprofit that evaluates nonprofits on a number of key criteria. The Evangelical Financial Reporting Council (ECFA) offers a similar service
that evaluates Christian charities. Sandra Miniutti, vice president/financial director of Charity Navigator, says donors need to be very careful before giving money to charity. She said: There's a lot of scoundrels and thieves out there. There are over a million public charities in America today. The IRS is
tasked with monitoring them at the federal level, and there is very little oversight. It's a bit like the Wild West and donors have to dig deeper into charity work before they hand over their hard-earned money. Financial transparency, Miniutti said, is an important cornerstone for responsible nonprofits. Ms.
Miniutti pointed out that many nonprofits open their books to donors and the general public. This transparency gives donors the opportunity to confirm that their gifts are being used appropriately. Lack of transparencyTill, a number of nonprofits do not open their books to the public. Many of them, Miniutti
said, are religious nonprofits that are not required to share financial information. One such religious charity is the Salvation Army. Miniutti said she found the Salvation Army's lack of financial transparency alarming. If a group is considered the house of worship of the IRS, then we are not able to evaluate it.
And believe it or not, the Salvation Army is taking this liberation, she said. They don't have to any financial data to the IRS, so we can't access the data to evaluate it. We asked them many times to share the data with us and they refused to do so. We found other religious groups that have an exemption
from the IRS that will continue to provide us with data because they know it's important for their donors to see how they they are financially and prove that accountability and transparency piece to them. In addition to financial transparency, consumers should look at other financial data to ensure that the
charity uses donations responsibly. Overheads should be measured as a percentage of the total amount of gifts received. According to Miniutti, the most responsible charities keep overheads for less than 25% of the total amount of money received. Another area to be analyzed is the charity CEO's salary,
which Miniutti says should be in line with the size of the nonprofit organization. The cost of acquiring the cost of acquiring a donor is important because it measures how much the charity pays to third parties to provide new donors. Radio stations, for example, will sell for-profit large advertising campaigns
that are designed to recruit new donors. Charities and media companies are trying to justify the process of charging nonprofits to raise money because marketing campaigns generate new, additional donors for a nonprofit organization. But, miniaturising said, such marketing campaigns are embedded in
charities and efficiency: Whenever there is an intermediary, whether it's a telemarketing firm or a radio station trying to take a piece of the pie, it's very worrying. The truth gives doesn't change much in America from year to year. And if some of that money evaporates in for profit companies, then the
charitable sector has less to accomplish its worthy mission. What to doIn spite of bad charities and scams, you can contact worthy non-profit organizations. Here are some tips. Use Watch Dogs Click on the huge resources of dog charities to watch we are led. Their services are free and can offer
important information. Don't let door-to-door solicitors because fake credentials and even uniforms can be easily produced without giving any charity that comes knocking on your door. Be especially careful with local organizations with volunteers requesting funds on street corners. Charity navigators
usually give low ratings to police and fire charities. Delete charitable emails, if you have an established relationship with a charity that you first initiated, consider all email requests to be bogus. Even emails, which appear to be from large charities often being the front for fraud, are often located offshore
and out of reach of U.S. law. Charity Fraud Trust elderly giving elderly people unfortunately are victims of charitable scams. Their general lack of difficulty with email (see email scams above) combined with isolation and their generosity makes for the perfect profile for the bad guys to go after. Take the
time to make sure that the elderly people in your life have become well informed about philanthropy and non-profit scams. Charitable scams will only get more sophisticated and effective in the future. Indeed, high technology has produced bad bad a new platform to work with great anonymity. Because of
this, consumers need to be even more vigilant in our efforts to separate the good from the bad. Providing reputable and responsible charities can really affect the lives of people who are hurting. Before you give, do your research to make sure your dollars are used wisely. During the holiday season, many
Americans open their wallets to support their favorite charity. From local nonprofits to major national charities with $1 million... After disasters like the Oklahoma Tornado, scam charities quickly exploited tragedy and suffering by cynically tugging at heartstrings to line their own pockets. Consumers around
the world should be on their guard. For those people across the country who want to donate funds to help families in Oklahoma, please be vigilant and only donate to reputable aid charities such as the Salvation Army or the Red Cross, said Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. The first scam that we
usually see after destruction is as is charity fraud. Scammers can come at you in several different ways. They can manage bogus charities that contact people by phone to request money or financial information. Potential victims can receive an email to send them to bogus websites to request funds
purportedly for the benefit of the victims of the tragedy. Sometimes these fraudulent websites are difficult to distinguish from legitimate charities. Sometimes they take a name that sounds familiar, similar to the charity you heard. Identity theftOn this time they are after more than a simple donation.
Sometimes they need your identity. After receiving your personal information, they can clear your bank account or open credit accounts in your name. On its website, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has the Choose Check tool of the released organizations. You can use it to identify qualified charities.
Only donations to qualified charities are tax-free. You can also find legitimate charities on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) website. Iowa Attorney General Tom Miller has waged a long and successful campaign against dubious fundraising charities that call residents of their state. He
recently received a court order barring a Florida telemarketer from working Iowa.In year, an ongoing sting operation, Miller got a Des Moines elderly resident's phone number and installed it with a voice recorder and one of his officers. When telemarketing, claiming that he is out Children's Dream, called
with his field, Miller recorded it and presented it as evidence. The audio call, posted on Miller's website, serves as a good example of how these pitches work. Telemarketing was Telequal LLC. His spokesman openly lied in the call, Miller said. She said she was calling from a charity, claiming the charity
was focused Ailing Children of Iowa, and claimed that a lot of each donation went to children, Miller said. In truth, the call came from Telequal. They asked for money for an out-of-state charity that doesn't have much attention from Iowa, and 85% of every dollar donated went to telemarketers rather than
sick children. What to doConsiderate the charitable appeals of telemarketing. Legitimate charities don't work like that. Contribute only to established reputable charities. In the event of a disaster in Oklahoma, the state attorney general suggested the Red Cross or the Salvation Army.Never deposit cash.
For security purposes and tax records, contribute a check or credit card or other way that provides donation documentation. If you suspect fraud, report it to the state attorney general's office. After natural disasters like the Oklahoma Tornado, scam charities quickly exploit tragedy and suffering by
cynically tugging at the heartstrings line of their... Tragedy often brings out the best in people. As we saw in Boston earlier this week, people ran to the scene of the explosion, putting themselves at risk, trying to help the victims of the bombings in any way they could. Unfortunately, it also reveals the worst,
with scammers crawling out from under the rocks to take advantage of the situation. This prompts numerous warnings, including one from Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum, to keep an eye on fake charity extortion funds for victims. Exploitation of disastersNim people use a variety of tools to use
disasters for personal gain. News accounts say a fake Twitter account appeared almost immediately after the Boston bombings. This scam, called @_BostonMarathon, offered to donate $1 for each retweet. It was quickly suspended after users warned that the account was fake. The scammers came out
after the 9/11 attacks, after Hurricane Katrina, and after Superstorm Sandy, said Ellen Clem, director of consumer relations and education at Oregon AG. They will try again after the senseless bombing on Monday. Don't let them thrive from tragedy. Be generous but skeptical. Charity tips when
considering a donation, consumers should keep in mind the following: Do not give out personal information such as credit card numbers or bank accounts over the phone. Checks should always be paid to the organization, not to the person collecting the donation. Beware of subscribers who want to get
your money fast. When requesting a phone call, always ask the caller to send you written materials about the charity. No legitimate organization will insist that you immediately so as not to donate cash. Legitimate charities will be happy to receive a contribution by cheque. Do not send contributions via
runner, wire or overnight delivery pickup service. Make sure you contribute to a legitimate organization. You can do it visit to www.guidestar.org, a national focal point for information on charities and their activities. Tragedy often brings out the best in people. As we saw in Boston earlier this week, people
ran to the site of the explosion, trying to help the victims of the bombing in ... It is not against the law to make a profit by extorting money for charity. But consumer advocates say there needs to be more transparency, so potential donors know how much their contributions go to the deal and how much
goes to fundraising in the bottom line. To that end, California Attorney General Kamala Harris has released a report on the revitalization of commercial fundraising in the state. Its data shows that nonprofit fundraisers in California raised $362.9 million in 2010, of which charities received less than 45
percent. This represents an increase of a total of less than 43 per cent compared to 2009. The data is included in the California Department of Justice's annual commercial fundraising report from the Charitable Foundations Section. The data in this report allows donors to make informed choices this
holiday season, Harris said. Commercial fundraisers play a role in supporting charities in California, but it's important that donors know how much of their money will be used to support charities and how much will go into fundraising. Charities that hire fundraisersAmong numerous other tables, the annual
report contains an alphabetical list of charities that hired commercial fundraisers in 2010 - along with the total income collected in these campaigns and the amount of dollars and a percentage of the total amount of funds raised that went to charity.Commercial fundraisers that are hired by charities to raise
money on their behalf tend to charge a fixed fee for their services or a percentage of the contributions they collect. By law, commercial fundraisers must register with the Attorney General's office before fundraising in California and must file annual financial disclosure reports detailing the proceeds and
expenses for each fundraising campaign. According to reports filed with the Attorney General's Office, commercial fundraisers collected $362.9 million in donations in 2010. On average, $161.1 million, or 44.38 per cent of the funds raised, were donated to charities. The remainder was retained by
commercial fundraisers to pay fees and expenses. When asked by a lawyer to make a donation, the American Charity Institute invites consumers to follow these steps: Ask a lawyer how the donation will be distributed. Ask what percentage will be used to pay for fundraising costs. Ask if the lawyer is
working for a commercial fundraiser and is being given a request. Avoid cash donations. Avoid providing credit card information to a phone lawyer or in response to phone calls. Find out about the charity, its and his fundraising methods before giving.  California lists the activities of commercial charity
fundraisers ... Page 1 of 2 More Charity Fraud Articles smart circle international scams
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