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 Seventeen-year-old Amani Hassomalla lives in a small village in the northern region of Daraa, Syria, on the brink of a dangerous conflict. Because of her father’s work, she lives a peaceful life where she goes to school in her village and works in a local bakery. However, her world changes when her father is taken into custody. Her mother sells their belongings to provide for Amani’s and her three
siblings’ living expenses. A few months later, as violence spreads over the region, Amani and her family move to live in the capital of Daraa, Damascus. In Damascus, Amani goes to a French school, where she is treated as an alien due to her Palestinian background and different lifestyle. She struggles to find her way in a new world full of new people, unfamiliar surroundings, and a new language. She
is often isolated and feels left out because of her different social and cultural status. Amani struggles to adapt to her new life. She misses her family, the countryside, and the Palestinian school. After five years, Amani decides to go back to her homeland. By then, it is too late to go back, but she can no longer live in Damascus. Amani returns to Daraa, but soon finds that the situation is worse than she

imagined. Her family are still locked up in jail. Her mother visits Amani in prison, where she is shocked by her appearance. Her mother is not looking well, and looks as though she has aged ten years in the past five years. Amani’s mother visits the prison every month, only to be told that her husband is still locked up. She refuses to believe her husband is not being treated fairly. Amani’s family
eventually win their appeal against the charge of terrorism against her father. He is charged only with possessing weapons, and is not brought before a judge for a long time. But, Amani’s mother receives a phone call from one of her friends who tells her that her husband is dead. Amani’s mother refuses to believe that her husband has been killed by the security forces. One day, Amani meets Adnan, a

friend of her older brother. They are to be married, but before their marriage, Adnan has to go on his first mission. He returns a few days later and 520fdb1ae7
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